All Saints Wandsworth, summer term 2026 
Home Group Study – 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:18 

Theme: Paul thanks God for and expresses his confidence in the glorious, new covenant, Spirit-empowered ministry he has been given to do. 
Aim: To be excited and expectant, confident and committed to gospel ministry that brings people to Jesus and changes us. 


Starter questions. What gets you excited about sharing the gospel with others and/or when you see others finding out more about Jesus, e.g. at church? 


Context: travel plans contd. (2:12-13) 
1. What positive (v12) and negative (v13) experiences did Paul have in Troas? What did he decide to do next? [endnoteRef:1] [1:  Context: Paul had decided not to make another painful visit to Corinth (2:1). Instead, he’d written a painful letter seeking their repentance (2:3-4). He has probably travelled from Asia (Ephesus?) where he has also had a very painful time (1:8). He waits in Troas for Titus, whom he hopes will bring him news that the church has responded positively to his letter. Eventually, Titus meets up with Paul in Macedonia with good news (7:5-7), but in the meantime, Titus isn’t there and Paul has ‘no peace of mind.’ Nevertheless, he has an open door for the gospel, i.e. to preach and seek to establish a church. 
] 

 How would you describe Paul’s general experience of ministry at this point in his travels? What sort of mood would you expect him to be in? (See 1:8-9; 2:1-4) 


Ministry that smells (2:14-17) 
2. What is Paul’s mood like at this start of this section? What does he thank God for? 
 What two images does he use to describe his experience and ministry (vv14-15)? [endnoteRef:2]  [2:  ‘A triumphal procession’, i.e. when a conquering Roman general returned in triumph with his captives. ‘A pleasing aroma,’ uses imagery of sacrifices that pleased God (cf. Lev 1:9). The captives would often be compelled to spread incense as they were brought into the city in the triumphal procession. Paul merges the two images into one: he is Christ’s captive and so his ministry is a pleasing sacrificial offering to God. 
] 

 What difference might it make to our lives if we thought of our lives in these ways (as Christ’s captives / pleasing sacrifices to God)? 

3. What different responses does Paul’s ministry result bring about (vv15-16)? How can we tell (v16c) that he takes this responsibility very seriously? 

4. Who does Paul compare himself with (v17a)? How did his attitude towards ministry contrast with theirs (v17b)? 
 How does this section challenge us to take our Christian lives, ministries and evangelism seriously? How can it help us be thankful or reassured even if people reject our message? 


Two types of letter (3:1-6) 
5. What type of accusation did Paul need to respond to (v1)? [endnoteRef:3] What do you think may have been going on?  [3:  Certain people peddled the word of God for profit (2:17). They accused Paul of being self-commended (cf. 1 Cor 9:1-2), i.e. not a proper apostle. He didn’t need anyone’s recommendation because he was commended by the Lord himself (see 10:18). 
] 


6. How did Paul respond to this accusation (vv2-3)? In what ways are the Corinthians’ Paul’s ‘letter’? Where was it written? Who wrote it? Who reads it? How was it written? 
 How might this imagery change the way we think about ourselves as individual Christians, about the church as a whole, about our ministry together etc? 
 If the church is ‘known and read by everyone,’ what does this tell us about the way God uses the church as well as its message to witness to the world? 

7. Why is Paul confident in his ministry (vv4-6)? [endnoteRef:4]  [4:  Verse 3 echoes Ezekiel 36:26-27 (also see Jeremiah 31:33). You may want to cross reference to these verses. He undertakes his ministry in the power of the Spirit, not his own power. We can also have confidence in gospel ministry, if our ministry depends on the Spirit writing God’s word onto people’s hearts. 
] 

 What sort of ministry skills do we want to be competent in as individuals / as a church? How do these verses remind us to find our confidence in God? What might it look like in practice for God to make us competent? 


Veiled or unveiled (vv7-18)
8. Which two ministries does Paul contrast (vv7-11)? [endnoteRef:5] How are they similar / different? [endnoteRef:6] [5:  Paul is reflecting on Exodus 34:29-35 which describes the way Moses’ face shone when he came down the mountain having received the 10 Commandments. (You may want/need to refer to this passage.)
]  [6:  Note that ‘righteousness’ (v9) must refer to the new status of righteousness we have with God through the gospel, i.e. forgiveness, acquittal, right standing with God (cf. 5:21) 
] 

(You may like to set this contrast out in a table.) Why do you think he sets up this contrast given what he’s just said in vv1-6)? [endnoteRef:7] [7:  It seems that the ‘peddlers’ (2:17) were somehow commending old covenant ministry as opposed to Paul’s ministry. Paul affirms the glory of the old covenant but insists that the new has overtaken it. 
] 

 How does this section encourage us to think positively about our own personal witness and church evangelism? How might this language of glory motivate us? 

9. What attitude does Paul have towards his ministry and why (v12)? [endnoteRef:8] How is he different to Moses (v13)? What problem did the Israelites have, and do those who hear the old covenant still have (vv14-15)? [endnoteRef:9]  [8:  The ‘therefore’ of v12 refers back to the previous paragraph. Paul is bold because of the ministry God has given to him, i.e. not his own competence but the glorious new covenant ministry of the Spirit. 
]  [9:  Paul shifts from Moses who put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from seeing God’s reflected glory on his face, to those who hear the old covenant and have a veil over their hearts (vv13-15). His point is similar to verse 3 – tablets of stone / veiled hearts are two ways of describing the same reality: the old covenant can’t change the human heart. Only the new covenant mediated by God’s Spirit can do that. 
] 

 How do we see these problems in the people with whom we want to share the gospel? Why can we be confident like Paul despite these problems / barriers? 

10. What happens once when someone turns to the Lord (vv16-17)? [endnoteRef:10] What continues to happen to this person (v18)? [endnoteRef:11] [10:  Turning to the Lord implies conversion, i.e. personal trust in Jesus. The phrase ‘the Lord is the Spirit’ is tricky. It can’t mean that Jesus is the Holy Spirit. It is probably more like ‘the Lord is spiritual, i.e. Jesus is the giver of the Spirit who empowers the ministry of the Spirit. The explanation seems to fit the context. ‘Freedom’ probably relates to freedom of condemnation under the old covenant. 
]  [11:  ‘We all,’ i.e. Paul and all believers, contemplate the Lord’s glory. This happened for him the first time on the Damascus Road but happens for us now as we hear the gospel about Jesus. Jesus’ glory doesn’t need to be veiled from us anymore but transforms us more into his perfect likeness. Paul will develop this theme of our future glory more later, especially in 5:1-10. ] 

 What expectations do these verses give us about the impact of our ministry on others, and the impact of the gospel on ourselves? How does this make you feel? 


Final questions. 
· How does this passage make you excited about being a Christian? How does it make you feel about our ministry as a church? 
· How does this passage challenge you to be bold and confident about sharing the gospel? How does it challenge us as a church in our mission to Wandsworth? 
· Paul started the passage by thanking God. What do you want to thank God for from this study? 
· Which of these images most resonate with you today? ‘A captive in Christ’s triumphal procession,’ ‘a pleasing aroma to God,’ ‘a letter from Christ,’ ‘an unveiled face’. How would you like that image to affect your life this week? 


